Long Bio for Rev. Jocelyn J. Jones

Rev. Jocelyn J. Jones is an unapologetic Christian who has a deep desire to help people grow their relationship with God. Born and raised outside of Chicago, she grew up under the guidance of her loving parents, James and Marian Jones, who encouraged her to pursue her dreams.  
 
She received her bachelor’s degree in journalism from the University of Iowa. After receiving her B.A., Jocelyn worked for channel 20, WYCC. While there, she felt God was calling her to give back to her community.  She started volunteering at her church and eventually was offered a job to work at the church’s youth center, the ARK of St. Sabina (ARK).  While there, she witnessed gun violence shatter the lives of countless families, leaving her feeling helpless.  As a trauma survivor, she also ran from her own pain for over a decade and focused all of her energy on discovering ways to make a difference in the lives of those around her. 

She threw herself into her work and studies and pursued her master’s degree in social work from the University of Chicago, which she earned in 2012.  Eventually, she was promoted to the Executive Director of the ARK, where she served for eleven years.  Towards the end of her tenure at the ARK, she felt that God was calling her to start a ministry, but she was not clear on her next steps.  In pursuit of that call, she decided to go to seminary school and earned her master's degree in theological studies from McCormick Theological Seminary in 2020. 
 
A year before graduating, Jocelyn established a blog called Faith on the Journey.  Each week, she wrote a testimony regarding how God was able to heal the hearts of those who experienced tremendous tragedy.  The stories from that blog eventually inspired her to face the pain from her past and engage in the work necessary for her own healing. The lessons she learned from this journey are documented in her first book Breaking the Power of the Mask.  

Jocelyn was introduced to the Trauma Healing Institute in 2020, and she fell in love with their process of using small group bible studies to help people to heal from trauma.  Over the course of three years, she became a Master facilitator with the Trauma Healing Institute. After facilitating trauma healing groups for people across the country, Jocelyn recognized the need for individuals to receive individual care for their trauma and responded by establishing a Christian counseling practice. Shortly after establishing her company, Jocelyn’s father passed away after a long battle with Alzheimer's.  Her father's death motivated Jocelyn to provide ongoing support to those who are hurting due to grief and loss. 

Jocelyn is an ordained minister and a sought-after Christian speaker who seeks to help people to heal from painful events in their past. She published the book Sister, Start Your Ministry in 2023. This same year, she established Women in the Ministry, an organization designed to help women to start, grow, and sustain transformative ministries that change the world. 
 

